
BIBLIOLOGY 

I believe that the sixty-six canonical books of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God. I believe that the 
Word, in its autographs, was perfect. I believe that God has preserved His Word in a variety of translations. I 
believe that the Scriptures are authoritative, true, and sufficient in all matters of faith and practice. I believe that it 
is vital to each Christian's spiritual growth that he prayerfully read, memorize, and meditate upon God's Holy 
Word.  

Scripture: 2 Tim 3:16,17; Ja 1:22; Ps 119:11,97,99,105  

We know that this Word is from God, as we know that fire burns; not because anyone has told us, but because a Divine fire 
consumes our hearts. O the brightness of the face of Moses! O the splendor of the glory of Jesus Christ, which no veil conceals! O the 
inward power of the Divine word, which compels us, with so much sweetness, to love and to do! O the temple of God within us, in 
which the Son of God dwells! (William Tyndale). 

If someone wants to argue with you about if the sword is sharp you don't argue with them you cut them. (Dr. Kevin Bauder) 

REVELATION 

I believe that apart from the infinite-God's act of manifesting Himself to finite-man that He would remain unknown 
and unknowable. Accordingly, by His grace, He has chosen to reveal himself to mankind in two ways.  

First, I believe that within God's creation He has undeniably revealed “His eternal power and divine nature” to 

mankind. However, man, because of his depravity, is incapable of interpreting this revelation. Sadly, though 

man has received sufficient truth from this revelation that he could respond to God, though not savingly, no one 

ever has. 

Second, in addition to natural forms of revelation, God has chosen to manifest himself at specific times in 

specific ways to specific individuals. Examples of these include: dreams, theophanies, miracles, divine-speech, 

the prophets, and the incarnation. In our current dispensation God has chosen a “more sure” form of specific 

revelation--the Holy Scriptures. It is through these specific forms of revelation that man may enter a redemptive 

relationship with God. The sixty-six books of the Scriptures represent the complete set of God's revelation to us. 

However, after this dispensation I believe further revelation will occur. 

Scripture: Ps 19:1-2; Rom 1:18-32; Rom 10:14; 2 Pet 1:19; Joel 2:28 

INSPIRATION 

I believe that the Bible is God's Word, and not the words of men. I believe the full canon of the Scriptures, in its 
original autographs was inspired, God-breathed. God, through His Holy Spirit, employed holy men, whom He bore 
along in their writing, so that every word and letter was just as He sovereignly designed. God did not override the 
author's nature, but used them to record exactly His own intention. I believe that only those words God intended 
and every word he intended was written. I believe that the Word was perfectly accurate in every point (including 
science and history). I believe in the verbal, plenary, infallible, unlimitedly-inerrant inspiration of the Word of God.  

I believe that the following analogy clearly explains the method and significance of inspiration: 

The combination of the omniscient divine Spirit and a submissive human servant produced a 
theanthropic Word, the Holy Scriptures. This inscrutable process is perfectly analogous to the 
incarnation. There, too, the combination of the omnipotent divine Spirit and a submissive human 
servant [Mary] produced a theanthropic Person, the Holy Son of God . . . . To deny the possibility of 
an infallible Scripture is to dismiss the possibility of an impeccable Savior. 
(Douglas McLachlan, “The Heart of the Storm,” God's Word in our Hands, Greenville:Ambassador Press: 2003, viii) 

While I believe God's Word to be inerrant, I also believe that there are some passages within the Scriptures that 
contain apparent contradictions and errors (e.g. 2 Chron 4:12, Matt 27:5 vs. Acts 1:18). While some of these 
discrepancies can be reasonably explained, others lack a feasible explanation. I believe that it is best not to force a 
premature resolution through unsubstantiated speculation, but to allow the process of time to reveal each 
passage's perfect meaning. I believe that God's Word is its own best defense. 

Scriptures 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:20,21; 1 Cor 2:13; John 17:17; Acts 1:16; John 10:34,35 

  



CANONICITY 

I believe that the authoritative list of the inspired books of Scripture is composed of the sixty-six books of the Old 
and New Testaments. Though church councils, church fathers, and early church historians have acknowledged this 
list, its authority does not stem from man but is inherent in its inspired nature.  

I believe there are several criteria that confirm the cannonicity of the thirty-nine Old Testament texts. First, every 
book of the Old Testament finds its source in the nation of Israel. Secondly, some Old Testament texts refer to 
other's OT writings as inspired. Finally, I believe that existence of Old Testament references within New Testament, 
specifically, by the Lord and His disciples, confirm the text's cannonicity.  

I do not believe the Apocryphal books belong within the cannon. These books have never been accepted by the 
Jews, were never quoted by Christ or the apostles, or received by the NT church. I also believe that their character 
fails to stand alongside the other inspired, inerrant, infallible, canonical books. 

I believe there are several criteria that confirm the cannonicity of the New Testament texts. First, the New 
Testament books possess the authority of the apostles, having either been written by an apostle or backed by one. 
Secondly, the apostles themselves recognized that their NT writings were inspired of God. Lastly, the early church 
recognized the twenty-seven books as authoritative and canonical.  

Scripture: Josh 1:7-8; 23:6; 1 Kgs 2:3; 2 Kgs 14:6; 2 Thes 2:15; 3:14-16; 1 Tim 5:18; I Thes 4:15; II Pet 3:16 

PRESERVATION / TRANSLATION 

I believe that God guarantees that His Word will never be destroyed. He tells us that the Word of the Lord will 
endure forever. I do not believe that any translation is inspired--this distinction remains with the original 
autographs alone. God has chosen not to preserve any known portion of these original autographs. However, 
within the totality of the manuscript copies, God has providentially preserved His Word.  

I do not believe that these consolidated Greek texts, or the families from which that have been drawn are inspired. 
However, the degree of variations within the various consolidations is very small, and they in no way alter what 
Christians believe or practice. It is from these various consolidated Greek Texts that English translations find their 
root. 

I believe that the best translation, for any language, is the one that can most effectively move the believer's heart 
(mind, will, and emotions) closer to God. This includes gaining a more sound understanding of the original texts, 
being compelled by conviction to be like Christ, and being in awe of the glory of God. Therefore, I believe that the 
beauty of the King James, the literalness of the New American Standard, and the readability of the New 
International Version each have a credible place in a believer's library. I believe this position to be consistent with 
both the King James translators, as well as historical fundamentalism. 

I personally prefer translations that use a formal equivalence translation philosophy. This approach causes the 
translator to reproduce the wording of the original as closely as possible. This approach gives the reader the most 
direct access to God's words and the greatest opportunity to interpret the Bible for himself. 

Scripture: Ps 119:89; Matt 24:35; Matt 5:18; Josh 1:8; I Pet 1:25  

ILLUMINATION 

I believe that the Holy Spirit illuminates the Scriptures, ushering spiritual understanding into the life of a believer. 
Such understanding does not suggest further revelation, nor does it envision meanings that are not within the 
written word. Rather, the Spirit guides the believer toward the application of truth to his specific situation and 
circumstance. This personalized application fosters conviction, deeper knowledge of God, and spiritual change. 

Illumination is necessary because of the blindness of man. Illumination comes, first, upon obedience to the truths 
already received. Secondly, it comes through the consistent application of a literal, historical, grammatical 
hermeneutic exercised in the diligent interpretation of the Word. Thirdly, it comes through humility in prayer. 

Scripture: I Cor 2:9-3:2; I John 2:20-27; John 16:12,15. 

 


